C3 Study Questions:  Rise Up – Colossians 2:9-15
Getting to know me
1. What is your favorite Easter memory? Perhaps you colored eggs as a child or perhaps Easter is a time you spend with family. Explain. 
2. Have you ever made a mistake and someone paid the price, took the blame, or was punished in your place? Explain.
Getting to know the Word
3. Paul warns the Colossians about the false teaching that is threatening their church (v. 8). In doing so he elevates an appropriate perspective of who Jesus is. Read Colossians 2: 9 and Colossians 1:15-20 and answer the following questions:
a. How is Jesus qualified to represent God? (see Hebrews 1:1-4)
b. Who is the creator of all things? (See John 1:1, 14)
c. What is the ramification of Jesus’ shed blood mentioned in Col 1:20? How does that impact your life? 

4. Paul uses baptism as a metaphor in verse 12 to show how Christians identify with Christ. Read Romans 6:3-11. Discuss the benefits/results of identifying with Christ through baptism (emphasis 6-11). 
5. If you are convicted of a crime, you owe a debt to society, and must repay it by paying a fine or being incarcerated. Your judgment will be legally recorded and kept on record. Read Col. 2:13-14.
a. What was the crime against God and the payment required to pay for it? (Rom. 6:23, John 19:30)
b. What qualified Jesus to pay such a debt? (Heb. 4:15, 9:24-28)
6. 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-22. What implications are there if Jesus didn’t resurrect from the dead?   What implications are there if He did?
Getting to know the how
8. 
Easter Sunday celebrates the culmination and foundation of the Christian Faith. If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, we would be dead in our sins with no hope of rescue. But He did rise and is alive today, offering us abundant life! Take a moment to express gratitude for this gift of life.

9. Take a moment and list 5 people that are distant from God and have not accepted Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. Commit to pray for them and look for opportunities this week to share the gospel with them. Easter provides an easy spiritual conversation starter. 
