C3 Study Questions:  God, Love & Sex - 1 Corinthians 7:1-9
Getting to know me
1. Do you remember your first “love”? Perhaps you married that person or your realized later that maybe it wasn’t truly love. Explain. (Warning: this could get mushy!) 
Getting to know the Word
2. In 1 Corinthians 7:1, 6-8, Paul elevates celibacy (abstaining from sexual relations) and singleness.  Read 1 Corinthians 7:25-35. Take a moment to list the benefits of singleness that Paul highlighted in these verses. 

a. In 1 Cor. 7:7 Paul implies that celibacy and singleness are a gift. Does society today see singleness as a gift? Explain. In your experience does the church promote singleness as a gift? Explain
3. Read 1 Cor. 7:5. Does celibacy have a place in marriage? What are the dangers of abstaining from sexual relations in marriage? What, if any, parameters are there for practicing celibacy in marriage?

Leader Note: Not to engage in sexual intercourse in marriage is to deprive the other person. Paul forbids such abstinence except by mutual consent and then only for a season of prayer, perhaps connected with ‘the present crisis’. The only exceptions for sexual abstinence are: 
1. Mutual - “with consent” 

2. Temporary – “for a time”; “and come together again”.

3. Important Reason – “that you may give yourselves to fasting & prayer”

4. In a day where the divorce rate in America is at least 50% for those in the church and outside the church, it seems useful to consider the wonderful reasons for marriage. Here are at least 5 reasons for marriage: 
1) Procreation - God commanded Adam and Eve to “be fruitful and multiply.” (Read Gen. 1:28.) 

2) Pleasure - Proverbs says, “And always be enraptured with her love” (referring to the wife of his youth). (Read Proverbs 5:19b.) Song of Solomon centers around the physical attractions and pleasures of marital love. 

3) Partnership - Woman was created for man to be “a helper suitable for him” (Read Gen. 2:18). 

Friendship between husband and wife is one of the key ingredients of a good marriage. 

4) Picture of the church. - “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church” (Eph. 5:31-32). 

 5) Purity - It protects from sexual immorality by meeting the need for physical fulfillment.

Do you see marriage in light of the above reasons? How should these reasons impact the marriage relationship?

5. In verse 9 Paul says that it is better marry than to burn with lust. What is Paul advocating here? Is “burning sexual desire” an adequate reason to get married? Explain.
· Leader Note: “It is better to marry than to burn”. The original tenses give greater force and beauty to this obvious rule of Christian common sense and morality. The “marry” is in the aorist—“to marry once for all,” and live in holy married union; the “burn” is in the present—“to be on fire with concupiscence.” Marriage once for all is better than continuous lust; the former is permitted, the latter sinful. - The Pulpit Commentary: 1 Corinthians.  John MacArthur states, “Marriage cannot be reduced simply to being God’s escape valve for the sex drive. Paul does not suggest that Christians go out and find another Christian to marry only to keep from getting into moral sin. He had a much higher view of marriage than that.” Marriage is not the lesser of 2 evils, but as a necessary safeguard against evil.

Getting to know the how
1. How do you see your singleness or marriage? Do you see your current context as a gift from God? How does seeing your singleness as a gift impact the situation? How does seeing your marriage as a gift impact the situation? Take a moment and pray for contentment where the Lord has you right now. 
2. One underlying theme within the entire passage is purity. Sexual immorality is a real danger and is worth developing safeguards. If you are married, what are some safeguards that you are familiar with that have protected your marriage and assisted in your pursuit of purity? If you are single, what are some safeguards that have assisted in your pursuit of purity? 
